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PROGRAM-January 15, 2026

14.00 Welcome
Prof. Guido Ferlazzo, Head of the Department of Experimental Medicine, Prof. Piero Ruggeri, Dean of the School of
Medical and Pharmacological Sciences

14.15 Keynote Lecture |
Chair: Prof. Katia Cortese

Prof. Pan Dipanjan, The Pennsylvania State University (USA)
Let There Be Blood: Finding the Holy Grail in Transfusion Medicine using Nanotechnology

Session I:
Chairs: Prof. Roberta Ricciarelli & Dr. Hanako Thushima Semini

15.15 Dr. Bruno Sterlini (Physiology)

2D and 3D models of the human brain to investigate neurological disorders
15.30 Dr. Stefania Vernazza (Pathology)

Characterization of stage | retinal organoid. A proteomic approach
15.45 Dr. Davide Ceresa (Biology)

Tracking clones to understand glioma behavior and improve diagnostics
16.00 Dr. Alessandro Botta (Physiology)

Emotions in motion: insights in health and Parkinson’s disease

16.15 Coffee Break

Session ll:
Chairs: Prof. Stefano Di Marco & Dr. Rayan Goda

16.45 Dr. Vanessa Cossu (Anatomy)
Exploring the role of the Pentose Phosphate Pathway in modulating the signaling pathways driving CLL cell
activation and proliferation

17.00 Dr. Francesco Piacente (Biochemistry)
Nicotinate Phosphoribosyltransferase controls aggressiveness, Ca?*homeostasis, and the immune response
in triple-negative breast cancer



17.15 Dr. Maria Chiara Ciferri (Biology)
Red Blood Cell-Derived Nanoparticles as Smart Carriers for Tumor-Targeted Drug Delivery
17.30 Dr. Martina Morini (Histology)
Bone Marrow-derived Extracellular Vesicles of High-Risk Neuroblastoma Patients Carry RNAs Shaping the
Tumor Microenvironment
17.45 Dr. Valentina Delli Zotti (Pathology)
Investigating the immune synapse of Cytokine-Induced Memory-Like NK cells in lung cancer models



PROGRAM-January 16, 2026

09.00 Keynote Lecturell
Chair: Prof. Marco Bove

Prof. Charalambos Papaxanthis, Université Bourgogne Europe, INSERM CAPS - Dijon
Mental training, motor learning and neuroplasticity

Session Ill:
Chairs: Prof. Gianluca Damonte & Dr. Irene Appolloni

10.00 Dr. Marco Panasci (Physiology)
Cardiorespiratory and metabolic responses to different High-Intensity Interval Training formats in subjects of
different ages
10.15 Dr. Andrea Benzi (Biochemistry)
Involvement of NAD metabolism and signaling in adipose tissue thermogenesis
10.30 Dr. Matilde Balbi (Anatomy)
miR-29a-3p: linking mitochondrial and genome stability in Fanconi Anemia
10.45 Dr. Laura Lori (Biochemistry)
Dissecting the functional interplay between NAMPT and MMP-9 in sustaining inflammation in cystic fibrosis

11.00 Coffee Break

Session IV:
Chairs: Prof. Sveva Bollini & Dr. Andrea Nicola Mazzarello

11.30 Dr. Marco Greppi (Histology)
When the Killers Pause: PD-1 Signaling in NK Cells Across Health and Disease
11.45 Dr. Amara Moussa (Pathology)
High-Resolution imaging approaches reveal novel localization of innate
lymphoid cells within secondary lymphoid tissues.
12.00 Dr. Michele Tomanelli (Biology)
Unveiling heterogeneity in neuroblastoma cells using single-cell RNA-sequencing
12.15 Dr. Chiara Giordano (Histology)
NK cell profiling in colorectal cancer and its implications in NK-based immunotherapeutic strategies
12.30 Dr. Shahnaz Salamat (Anatomy)
Tracking HER?2 trafficking and organelle crosstalk in trastuzumab-deruxtecan-treated breast cancer cells
using multimodal imaging

12.45 Concluding remarks- Prof. Guido Ferlazzo



